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March 2023 / July 2023 (US)
9781913547509 PB DEMY
UK £12.99 / US $18.95
Fiction, Family Life, Literary, Women
272pp
WEL exc ANZ
eISBN 9781913547547

Ginny has always had questions about her mother, who took her own 
life with no explanation when Ginny was young. 
Now, in her thirties, she learns the devastating truth: her mother may have been 
developing Huntington’s disease, and chose to end her life rather than wait to find out.
Ginny could take the test that will reveal if she shares her mother’s fate. Instead she 
drops everything and bolts to Berlin, leaving her loving fiancé in the dark.
Navigating the transient, hedonistic German city, she meets its inhabitants and 
absorbs their tangle of stories as she tries to gather the strength to face her future. 
Asking what we owe to the people we love, and what it means to live a truly free 
life, I Laugh Me Broken is a sharp, beautifully drawn novel about self-discovery and 
self-determination.

‘Chaotic modernity is . . . narrated with astute clarity in Bridget van der Zijpp’s new novel. Leaving 
behind her past to run away to Berlin, the narrator of I Laugh Me Broken descends into a personal 
spiral in the city as she becomes undone’ i-D Magazine

‘A poignant time capsule, a surprising love story and a clever take on the hapless-woman-finds-
herself genre’ New Zealand Herald

I Laugh Me Broken
Bridget van der Zijpp

Bridget van der Zijpp is the author of three novels: Misconduct, In the Neighbourhood of Fame 
and I Laugh Me Broken. Misconduct was shortlisted for the 2009 Commonwealth Writers’ 
Best First Book Prize, South East Asia and the Pacific Region. It was also shortlisted for the 2009 
Montana New Zealand Book Awards Best First Book of Fiction, and was included in the NZ 
Listener Best Books of 2008. She holds an MA in Creative Writing from Victoria University.



March 2023 / January 2023 (US)
9781913547288 PB Demy
UK £12.99 / US $17.95
Crime and Mystery, Family life, Modern and Contemporary Fiction, 
Psychological Thrillers, Suspense
416pp
WEL
eISBN 9781913547455

A sublimely unsettling novel from Polari Prize-shortlisted author 
Charles Lambert.

When Fiona finds a photo of a little girl identical to her own, younger self, she 
wonders if this stranger might offer her an escape from her hated life of privilege, 
and her controlling mother. With the help of her boyfriend, a charming fraudster, 
Fiona learns her doppelgänger lives in Rome, and drops everything to find her. But 
Maddy, living hand to mouth with her alcoholic mother, is spooked by the stranger 
wearing her face, and cannot understand why Fiona would be so obsessed with the 
life Maddy herself can’t stand.

Caught in a tense push and pull, the two are both fascinated and repulsed by one 
another, each coveting the life of their double. But they aren’t the only ones trying to 
control their fate, and the two women will soon learn that people aren’t always what 
they seem. Perhaps blood will prove thicker than water.

Gripping, atmospheric and unsettling, Birthright is a literary thriller for fans of Ian 
McEwan, Rupert Thomson and Edward St Aubyn.

Praise for Charles Lambert
‘Rare, truthful writing’ Ann Cleeves
‘A writer who never ceases to surprise’ Jenny Offill
‘Charles Lambert is a terrific, devious storyteller’ Owen King

Birthright
Charles Lambert
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E Charles Lambert is the author of several novels, short stories, and the memoir With a Zero at its Heart, 
which was voted one of The Guardian readers’ Ten Best Books of the Year in 2014. In 2007, he won an 
O. Henry Award for his short story The Scent of Cinnamon. His first novel, Little Monsters, was longlisted 
for the 2010 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. His novel Prodigal was shortlisted for the Polari 
Prize for LGBTQ writing in 2019. Born in England, Charles Lambert has lived in central Italy since 1980.



April 2023 / August 2023 (US)
9781913547424 PB B
UK £9.99 / US $17.95
Fiction, Family Life, Literary, Magical Realism, Women 
432pp
WEL exc ANZ
eISBN 9781913547578

How do you make sense of the loss of those you love the most?

Delia Rabbit is already struggling to juggle three wayward children, a damaged 
relationship with her mother and an ill-advised affair with one of her students. Then her 
sixteen-year-old son Charlie vanishes in the middle of a blistering Brisbane heatwave. 
The family reels from the loss, as twenty-year-old Olive descends into hedonism and 
eleven-year-old Benjamin clings ever tighter to his superhero obsession.

However, Charlie’s disappearance is stranger than it seems. And while his family 
search desperately for him, he may be closer than they think . . .

A multigenerational tale of motherhood, grief, and the tribulations of adolescence, 
The Rabbits weaves a thread of magic into a classic family drama novel.

‘A unique and captivating tangle of magic and mystery . . . [a] deliciously unsettling debut’ The Guardian 
‘Overett’s talent is clear, in her lush prose, in her ability to meld story and setting, and most of all, in her 
imagining of what it is like to be a harried mother, a pissed-off teenager, a woman with dementia, a 
frightened child or any of the other individuals that people The Rabbits’ Sydney Review of Books

‘Overett brings a fresh eye to the suburban novel’ Booksandpublishing.com.au 
‘A beautifully lyrical and keenly observed novel’ Justin Ractliffe, Publishing Director of PRH Australia 
‘A book that compels you to keep reading . . . deft and agile’ readings.com.au

The Rabbits
Sophie Overett

Sophie Overett is an award-winning writer, editor, podcaster and cultural producer based in 
Melbourne, Australia. She won the 2020 Penguin Australia Literary Prize and the 2018 AAWP 
Emerging Writer Prize. The Rabbits is her first novel.



May 2023
9781913547479 PB B
UK £10.99 / US $17.95
Fiction, Modern and Contemporary Fiction, Family Life, Women
208pp
WEL exc ANZ
eISBN 9781913547356

A witty, unsentimental yet quietly moving novel following three difficult women 
trying to repair their complex relationships in the time they have left.

When an affair ends badly and takes her career down with it, 26-year-old Erin leaves 
Auckland to spend the holiday weekend with her aunt, uncle and terminally ill mother at 
their suburban family home. On arrival, she learns that her mother has decided to take 
matters into her own hands and end her life – the following Tuesday.

Tasked with fulfilling her mother’s final wishes, Erin finds herself navigating an eccentric 
neighbourhood, and her complicated family of former competitive swimmers. She must 
summon the strength she would normally find in the water as she prepares to lose the 
fiery, independent woman who raised her alone.

Longlisted for the Ockham NZ Book Awards 2021, The Swimmers is a sharp, quirky 
story of love and loss from a bold New Zealand talent.

‘Darkly funny, desperately sad, brilliantly written. I absolutely loved it.’ Claire Fuller
‘This book is spectacular. A perfect blend of devastating humour and sadnes’ Emily Austin
‘Tackles the subject of assisted dying with wit and pathos’ The Independent
‘Lane’s unsentimental prose nails the strange enormity and mundanity of love and death with 
perfect piquancy’ Daily Mail

‘A powerful and intense debut’ The Sun
‘Exquisitely observed, harrowing yet surprisingly funny’ SAGA Magazine

The Swimmers
Chloe Lane

Chloe Lane is a writer and founding editor of Hue+Cry Press. She was the 2022 recipient of the 
Todd New Writer’s Bursary and a 2021 Grimshaw Sargeson Fellow. Her debut novel The Swimmers 
was longlisted for the Acorn Prize for Fiction at the 2021 Ockham NZ Book Awards. She lives in 
Gainesville, Florida with her husband and young son.



May 2023
9781913547516 PB Demy
UK £12.99 / US $17.95
Crime and Mystery, Historical Fiction, Historical Mystery, Suspense
288pp
WEL
eISBN 9781913547554

The first of the sharp, witty Variety Palace Mysteries, The Tumbling Girl sees an 
unlikely duo team up to solve a grisly spate of murders.

1876, Victorian London.

Minnie Ward, a feisty scriptwriter for the Variety Palace Music Hall, is devastated when 
her best friend is found brutally murdered. She enlists the help of private detective Albert 
Easterbrook to help her find justice.

Together they navigate London, from its high-class clubs to its murky underbelly. But as the 
bodies pile up, they must rely on one another if they’re going to track down the killer – and 
make it out alive . . .

The Tumbling Girl is a gripping debut that is sure to delight fans of historical crime.

‘A sparkling novel and a complete delight to read. The characters and world are wild, vivid and 
enchanting. A wry, warm and proper rib-tickling slice of dirty Victorian gothic . . . I can’t wait to see 
what Minnie and Albert are up to next’ Julia Crouch

‘Beautifully evocative, deftly plotted and with engaging characters, it was a page-turner from 
beginning to end’ Sheila O’Flanagan

‘Brilliant . . . Beautifully written . . . this book keeps you guessing till the end!’ A. J. West
‘An accomplished crime murder mystery, with an addictively gritty plot and truly remarkable cast of 
characters. I fell in love with this deliciously dark and compelling Victorian read’ Essie Fox

‘I loved it from the opening line! It’s such a fresh and funny take on the genre, but gripping, too, and I 
love its authentic, feminist edge . . . had me on the edge of my seat until the final page’ S. J. Bennett

The Tumbling Girl
Bridget Walsh
A Variety Palace Mystery

Whilst working as an English teacher, Bridget Walsh completed a PhD in Victorian domestic murder. 
This, coupled with a love of crime fiction and an interest in what might best be described as ‘Victorian 
weird stuff’, led her to start writing a series of crime novels set in nineteenth-century London, featuring the 
exploits of Minnie Ward and Albert Easterbrook. The manuscript of Bridget’s debut novel, The Tumbling 
Girl, written on the MA Creative Writing (Crime Fiction) course at UEA, won the UEA Little, Brown 
Award for Crime Fiction 2019. Bridget lives in Norwich with her husband, Micky, and her two dogs.



June 2023
9781913547660 PB B 
UK £9.99
Fiction, Historical Fiction, Fantasy, Dark Fantasy, Gothic
320pp
UK, Commonwealth (exc Canada), Europe
eISBN 9781913547431

‘I rest easy; I could not have done a thing more for my beloved, nor could 
I have shown my love in any greater way.’

Wilhelm von Tore is dying. As he looks back on his life he reflects on his upbringing 
in Dresden, his beloved grandmother and his medical career during the Second 
World War. But above all he remembers his darling Luci, the great love of his life, the 
dark-haired beauty who appeared to him in a dream years before they met.

Though only together for a few months in her first life, Wilhelm knows their love is 
written in the stars. Using scientific research compiled over decades, he ensures that, 
for him and his beloved, death is only the beginning.

But through the cracks in Wilhelm’s story there comes another voice, that of Gabriela, 
and she will not let this version of events go unchallenged. She tells the story of her 
sister Luciana, fearless and full of life, and the madman who robbed her from her grave.

‘A compelling, creepy tale – and one that raises relevant questions about who “owns” a woman’s 
body’ The Independent

‘A chilling exploration of power, love and grief, written with incredible precision and an almost 
uncanny ear for voice. Heather Parry is a major talent’ Julia Armfield

‘Heather Parry is a literary star of the future. I’ve been a fan of her writing for years, and this novel is 
all I hoped for and more. Bold, sinister and debate-provoking’ Kirsty Logan

‘Disturbing and compelling in equal measure’ The Big Issue

Orpheus Builds a Girl
Heather Parry

Heather Parry was born in Rotherham and lives in Glasgow. She has won the Bridge Award for an 
Emerging Writer, Cove Park’s Emerging Writer Residency and the Laxfield Literary Launch Prize. In 
2021 she was a Hawthornden Fellow. Orpheus Builds a Girl is her first novel.



June 2023
9781913547462 HB Demy
UK £16.99 / US $18.95
Fiction, Fiction in Translation, Historical, Romance, Literary 
224pp
WEL
eISBN 9781913547530

In 1760, Guillaume le Gentil, real-life astronomer to King Louis XV, sets out for the oceans of 
India to document the transit of Venus. The weather is turbulent, the seas are rough and his 
quest may be more complicated than initially thought.

250 years later, estate agent Xavier Lemercier chances upon Guillaume’s telescope in a 
property he’s sold. As he looks out across the rooftops of Paris, he discovers an intriguing 
woman with a zebra in her apartment.

Then the woman walks through the doors of his office, and his life changes forever . . .

Part swashbuckling adventure on the high seas and part modern-day love story set in the 
heart of Paris, An Astronomer in Love is an enchanting tale of adventure, destiny and the 
power of love from best-selling author Antoine Laurain.

Praise for Antoine Laurain
‘Parisian perfection’ HM The Queen Consort
‘J’adore Antoine and his contemporary French comedies’ Wendy Holden
‘The very quintessence of French romance’ The Times
‘Like finding a gem among the bric-a-brac in a local brocante’ The Telegraph
‘A master storyteller’ Huffington Post
‘A hymn to la vie Parisienne’ The Guardian

An Astronomer in Love
Antoine Laurain
Translated by Megan Jones & Louise Rogers Lalaurie
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Louise Rogers Lalaurie is a translator from the 
French and the author of Matisse: The Books.

Megan Jones is a translator and lives in London.

Antoine Laurain is the award-winning author 
of seven previous novels including The Red 
Notebook and The President’s Hat. His books 
have been translated into 25 languages and 
sold more than 200,000 copies in English. He 
lives in Paris. 



July 2023 / September 2023 (US)
9781913547592  PB Demy 
UK £12.99 / US $17.95
Fiction, Modern & Contemporary Fiction, Fiction in Translation
TBCpp
WEL
eISBN 9781913547622

How would it feel to be forever confronted with a life you never got to live? 

Martin Hill is a ten-year-old boy like any other. Until the day fate throws him in the 
path of David Heyman, a film producer looking for the star of his latest adaptation: 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.

Martin finds himself down to the final two for the titular role, but is pipped to the 
post by Daniel Radcliffe. In the words of the casting director, Radcliffe had that ‘little 
something extra’ – a phrase that will haunt Martin for years to come.

Devastated, he tries to move on with his life. But how can he escape the spectre of 
the most famous film series in the world?

Foenkinos’ smash-hit Second Best is a playful, poignant story about fate, overcoming 
failure, and how the lives we wish we had led might not be all they’re cracked up to be…

Praise for David Foenkinos
‘Light, funny and erudite: a delight’ The Guardian
‘Charming, clever’ The Independent
‘A completely delightful jeu d’esprit’ Daily Mail
‘Unputdownable . . . Immensely likeable, unexpectedly compelling and moving’ Irish Times
‘A wonderful surprise . . . a serious author who doesn’t take himself seriously’ L’Express
‘Abounds with Gallic wit and charm’ Waterstones

Second Best
David Foenkinos
Translated by Megan Jones
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Megan Jones is a translator 
and lives in London.

David Foenkinos is the author of 18 novels which have been 
translated into more than 40 languages. His novel Charlotte won both 
the Prix Renaudot and the Prix Goncourt des lycéens in 2014, and The 
Mystery of Henri Pick (2020) was a Guardian Book of the Summer. 
The Martins was published by Gallic Books in June 2022 and was an 
Independent Book of the Month.



September 2023
9781913547615 PB Demy
UK £12.99
Fiction: General & Literary, Family Life Fiction, Narrative theme: 
Interior life
208pp
WEL exc ANZ & North America
eISBN 9781913547691

‘Just arms and legs. It’s not worth a damn’

Georgie’s marriage has stagnated. But in a Florida almost claustrophobic with life, 
there’s no room to attend to it: forests burn, teeth break and there’s something in her 
husband’s eye. 

Then she finds a body in the woods. 

As the repercussions of her discovery and her doomed affair come to land, Georgie 
must dig deep, examining her actions with curiosity, humour and cutting emotional 
intelligence. Is it just arms and legs?

A deliriously insightful excavation of love, desire and relationships at their best – and 
at their very worst.

‘An astute, fine-grained novel about the fires we light to sustain ourselves – and what happens when 
they get out of control’ Emily Perkins

‘A gritty, sexy novel that will have you aching for its characters, for the things they can and cannot say 
to each other. Lane’s taut control of the narrative echoes the story’s fecund, humid Florida landscape . . . 
and her ability to sustain suspense lasts well beyond the final page’ Sue Orr

Arms & Legs
Chloe Lane
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Chloe Lane is a writer and founding editor of Hue+Cry Press. She was the 2022 recipient of the 
Todd New Writer’s Bursary and a 2021 Grimshaw Sargeson Fellow. Her debut novel The Swimmers 
was longlisted for the Acorn Prize for Fiction at the 2021 Ockham NZ Book Awards. She lives in 
Gainesville, Florida, with her husband and young son.



October 2023
9781913547653 HB Demy, UK £16.99
9781913547684 PB Demy, UK £14.99 / US $17.95
Dystopian and utopian fiction, Fiction: Politics, Humorous fiction, 
Satirical fiction & parodies 
400pp
WEL exc NZ
eISBN 9781913547707

ALICE: 30-something, IQ of 159 (almost a genius), only communicates with her 
mother in Morse code. Her imaginary friend is back.

ERIKA: 15, daughter of hot ‘wealthugee’ who loves Russian literature, genuine 
genius, killer eyeliner and killer instincts.

The climate is in crisis and wealthy immigrants are flocking to New Zealand for 
shelter, stealing land, driving up food prices and taking over. But Alice has far more 
important things to worry about: hating her best friend’s husband, getting free wine 
and quiet-quitting her dull day job.

Until she meets Erika.

Now, Alice is about to find herself drawn into action of the most radical – and 
dangerous – kind. Just what is a slacker to do?

Bold, darkly funny and brilliantly bizarre, New Zealand publishing sensation She’s 
a Killer is the satirical dystopian cli-fi thriller you never knew you needed. Until now.

LONGLISTED FOR THE DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD 2023
LONGLISTED FOR THE OCKHAM NZ BOOK AWARDS 2022

‘A thumping good story’ New Zealand Herald
‘Damn funny . . . a dextrous and talented writer who has really hit her stride’ STUFF Magazine
‘Brilliant’ Greg Fleming, NZ Listener

She’s a Killer
Kirsten McDougall

Kirsten McDougall is a novelist, short story writer and creative writing lecturer. Her 2017 novel Tess 
was longlisted for the Ockham NZ Book Awards and shortlisted for the Ngaio Marsh Award. She’s a 
Killer was longlisted for the Ockham NZ Book Awards 2022. She lives in Wellington, New Zealand.



OUT NOW



January 2023
9781913547417 PB B
UK £9.99
Fiction, Modern & Contemporary Fiction, Fiction in Translation
144pp
UK, Commonwealth (exc Canada and ANZ), Europe
eISBN 9781913547219

The temples and teahouses of Kyoto are the scene of a Frenchwoman’s 
emotional awakening in the stunning fifth novel by international 
bestseller Muriel Barbery. 
Rose has turned 40, but has barely begun to live. When the Japanese father she 
never knew dies and she finds herself an orphan, she leaves France for Kyoto to hear 
the reading of his will.
In the days before Haru’s last wishes are revealed, his former assistant, Paul, takes 
Rose on a tour of the temples, gardens and eating places of this unfamiliar city. 
Initially a reluctant tourist and awkward guest in her late father’s home, Rose 
gradually comes to discover Haru’s legacy through the itinerary he set for her, 
finding gifts greater than she had ever imagined.
A mesmerizing story of second chances, of beauty born out of grief and roses grown 
from ashes.

‘Rich with atmosphere and character and drawing on themes of grief and second chances, this is a 
delicate delight’ Living Magazine
‘Muriel Barbery crafts a moving tale of emotional awakening and blossoming love, set among the 
vivid colours and mesmerising scenery of Kyoto’ Woman’s Own
‘[A] multi-layered novel of self-discovery, grounded in richly evoked landscapes and experiences . . 
. An enjoyable, immersive read’ The Lady
‘An ode to Japan . . . a magnificent, resonant, finely crafted novel’  Le Monde

A Single Rose
Muriel Barbery
Translated by Alison Anderson
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Muriel Barbery has written four previous novels. The Elegance 
of the Hedgehog was translated into more than forty 
languages and has sold over ten million copies worldwide.

Alison Anderson is the author of three 
novels and the translator of around 
100 books, including works by Amélie 
Nothomb and J. M. G. Le Clézio.



December 2022
9781913547295 PB B 
UK £10.99 
Fiction, Adventure Fiction, Religious and Spiritual Fiction, 
Coming of Age
240pp
UK, Commonwealth (exc Canada), Europe
eISBN 9781913547448

The third novel from acclaimed author Jean-Baptiste Andrea, whose 
literary debut won twelve prizes including the Femina des lycéens and 
the prix du Premier Roman. 

An elderly man gives virtuoso piano performances in airports and train stations. To 
the incredulity of the passers-by, he refuses their offers to play in concert halls, or at 
prestigious gatherings. He is waiting for someone, he tells them.

Joseph was just sixteen when he was sent to a religious boarding school in the 
Pyrenees: Les Confins, a dumping ground for waifs, strays, and other abandoned 
souls. His days were filled with routine and drudgery, and he thought longingly of 
the solace he found through music in his former life.

Joe dreams constantly of escape, but it seems impossible. That is, until a chance encounter 
with the orphanage’s benefactor leads him to Rose, and a plan begins to form . . . 

‘A moving, thought-provoking and thrilling novel’ Mail on Sunday
‘A novel with great heart . . . a beautiful story’ Euradio.fr

Praise for A Hundred Million Years and a Day
‘Unforgettable’ Mail on Sunday
‘Powerful’ Sunday Times

Devils and Saints
Jean-Baptiste Andrea
Translated by Sam Taylor
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E Sam Taylor is the author of The Republic of Trees, 
The Amnesiac, The Island at the End of the 
World, and The Ground is Burning, all published 
by Faber and Faber UK. Sam’s translations include 
award winning HHhH, The Truth About the Harry 
Quebert Affair, and The Heart.

Jean-Baptiste Andrea is a writer, director and 
screenwriter, whose cinematic credits include 
Big Nothing, starring David Schwimmer and 
Simon Pegg. His debut novel, My Queen, won 
12 literary prizes including the Prix du Premier 
Roman and the Prix Femina des Lycéens.



November 2022
9781913547493 HB B
UK £20
Biographical Fiction, France, Historical Fiction, Illustrated, 
Literary Fiction
480pp
UK, Europe, BC ex Can
eISBN 9781910709405

A limited special edition hardback of the incredible story of a ‘blood-
stained crumb of a girl’ who went on to shape the world.

In 1761, a tiny, odd-looking girl named Marie is born in a village in Alsace. After the 
death of her parents, she is apprenticed to an eccentric wax sculptor and whisked off 
to the seamy streets of Paris, where they meet a domineering widow and her quiet, 
pale son. Together, they convert an abandoned monkey house into an exhibition hall 
for wax heads, and the spectacle becomes a sensation. 

As word of her artistic talent spreads, Marie is called to Versailles, where she tutors a 
princess and saves Marie Antoinette in childbirth. But outside the palace walls, Paris is 
roiling: the revolutionary mob is demanding heads . . . and at the wax museum, heads 
are what they do.

‘Don’t miss this eccentric charmer’ @MargaretAtwood
‘Wonderful’ Max Porter
‘By turns tragic, bizarre and deeply moving, Little introduces readers to a heroine like no other and a 
book that will truly last. It is an absolute delight.’ A. L. Kennedy

‘What a bizarrely brilliant book. An absorbing, moving and darkly humorous reimagining of the life 
of Marie Groscholtz, the little servant girl who would become Madame Tussaud’ Anna Mazzola

‘Clever and intriguing’ Daily Mail
‘Startlingly original’ The Times

Little special edition
Edward Carey

A
LS

O
 A

VA
IL

A
BL

E

Edward Carey was born in Norfolk, England. He is a novelist, visual artist, playwright and director. 
He is the author of four novels, including Little, which was a Times and Sunday Times book of the 
year, and the YA series The Iremonger Trilogy. Edward lives in the United States and teaches at the 
University of Texas at Austin.
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