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Of course, you’re never expecting the lion, are you? 
Like something coming up in the rear-view mirror. 
Much closer than it appears. 
   When a lion at a breeding park mauls an old 
school friend of his, Con must step in as the keeper 
of Sekhmet, the last remaining black-maned lioness 
in the world. 
   In a Cape Town where fences keep people and 
wildlife apart, park officials and investors fret 
about their flagship big-cat project. And while Con 
grows steadily more bonded to his enigmatic 
charge, a cult of animal lovers seek to claim her as 
their own. 
 
Market: Sarah Hall, Lucy Wood, Melissa Harrison 
 

 ‘Eco-fiction’ covering topical environmental 
and social themes 

 Will appear at Edinburgh Festival 

 Marketing and PR campaign. Telegraph review 
confirmed 

 Norwich-based author available for events 

 Twice shortlisted for South Africa’s top literary 
prize, the Sunday Times Fiction Prize 

 

‘I love Henrietta Rose-Innes’ work. With plotlines that 
are wittily subversive and language that is whippet-
lean, it is long overdue for discovery by a wider 
readership.’ – Patrick Gale 
‘Henrietta Rose-Innes writes an admirably taut, clean 
prose. … A welcome addition to the new South African 
literature.’ – J M Coetzee 
 ‘Her pests are persistent and ultimately powerful – an 
effective metaphor to argue for a more permeable, 
equal city.’ The Guardian 
 ‘This brief strange novella is also an off-beat, wryly 
funny look at a dysfunctional family. Focused and fresh, 
and I can’t wait to hear more from the author’ Stylist 
‘Full of wit and thoughtfulness and lush descriptions of 
the South African landscape.’ Emerald Street 
 
About the author 

Henrietta Rose-Innes is from Cape Town but is currently 
completing a PhD at UEA. She won the Caine Prize for 
African Writing 2008 and was runner-up in the BBC 
Short Story Award 2012. Her work is included in the 
Granta Book of the African Short Story (2011) and is 
published in several languages. 
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